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STANISLAUS COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY BIRGIT FLADAGER ANNOUNCED
TODAY that defendant Joshua Cothran, age 26, was convicted of one count of voluntary
manslaughter and three counts of dependent adult abuse on Friday, February 9 in Department 3
before Judge Whiteside. Deputy District Attorney Colleen Rhodes prosecuted the case on
behalf of the People.

Cothran had been charged in the death of his wife, Sarah Cothran, of Modesto. Evidence
presented at a preliminary hearing conducted September 20, 2005, provided probable cause to
believe that Cothran had intentionally murdered his wife. At the time of her death, Sarah
Cothran was confined to a wheelchair and was dependent upon a ventilator for assistance
breathing.

While the case was moving towards trial, it became apparent that the evidence was unlikely to
be strong enough to prove to a jury beyond a reasonable doubt that Cothran’s intent was
malicious and that he premeditated the killing. These elements must be proved in order to
obtain a murder conviction.

In resolving the case, Cothran was sentenced to a prison term of fourteen years for the

voluntary manslaughter and the three counts of abuse of a dependent adult. He must serve
85% of his sentence in prison custody before becoming eligible for parole.
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