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PRESS RELEASE 

 
For Immediate Release For More Information Contact: 
   
Date:  January 17, 2017 John Goold, Public Information Liaison 
Re:  Shooting by Officers Found to be Justified Phone: (209) 525-5550 
 
Modesto, California - Stanislaus County District Attorney Birgit Fladager announced 
today that, after a thorough review of all the relevant evidence gathered during the investigation 
of an officer involved shooting death that occurred on January 5, 2016, the shooting has been 
determined to be justified.  Officers Justin Canatsy and Jesus Salinas had information that Albert 
Thompson, a wanted, armed parolee at large, could be located at an apartment complex in Ceres.  
When they located him, he initially fled and then pulled a small, metallic object from his waistband 
and pointed it towards one of the officers as if it were a firearm.  The officers fired at Thompson 
as they moved for cover.  Thompson did not survive his wounds.  The object was later determined 
to be a butane torch. 
 
A copy of the letter provided to the Ceres Police Department is attached to this press release. 
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